
To:  St. Mary Families 
From:  Lisa Seeley 
Date:  September 1, 2021 
SUBJECT: Updates 
 
We have had two wonderful weeks of school.  It has been great seeing the students every day.  
Everyone seems to be adjusted to the routine and new schedule.  Hopefully things are going well at 
home.  Please communicate with us, the office, the teachers, etc.  We are here to help you and your 
children.  Let us know if you have questions, concerns or anything that will help us know your child.  We 
spend many hours with him/her and want what is best.  Our website is www.nativityparish.net and our 
Facebook is St. Mary School-Alma, we encourage you to like our page, follow and share all our posts!   
 
After two weeks of assessing the drop-off/pick-up procedures, we have a few items to pass along: 

• When dropping your child(ren) off at the curb, please have them get out the passenger side.  If 
you have multiple children, have them use the passenger door so that they are not exiting the 
car on the side with traffic. 

• In the morning, if you are going to get out and walk with your child to the student area (parking 
lot), you may park in the empty parking lot spaces or on Downie St.  This way you won’t have to 
contend with the drop-off traffic. 

• PLEASE make sure you are parking in the correct area for pick-up.  A-L last names pick-up in the 
parking lot while M-Z pick-up from the north side of the school.  You MUST get out of your car 
to get your child unless they are walking.  THIS IS FOR THE SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN.  WE ONLY 
HAVE ONE CROSSING GUARD FOR TWO CROSSWALKS. 

• *********In case of RAIN, we are using past drop-off procedures.  We are going to turn NORTH 
onto PARK ST. FROM DOWNIE ST. and pull along the curb to let your child(ren) off at the school 
doors curbside. You then can exit either turning into the parking lot or continue around the 
north side of the school.  If you have any questions, please give me a call.  

 
Some families will be receiving a NWEA “Parent Toolkit” soon.  Most families should have received these 
because we have taken these tests for several years now.  However, if you would like us to send a 
“Parent Toolkit” home with your child, please call the office.  This month K-6 grades will be taking online 
NWEA assessments, and your teacher will let you know the schedule.   
 
After-school chats   
“What’s in your backpack?”  Greet your child with this question, and you’ll discover a lot about what 
s/he does in class.   

• Set aside time each day to go through your child(s) papers.  Try to do it first thing after school 
when their day is fresh in their mind. 

• Look over their work together.  Help them feel proud by making a specific comment about 
something they’ve done.  For instance, if they show you a picture they drew in art class, you 
might say, “The gray sky and big waves look just like our rainy day at the beach.” 

• Have them talk through math problems or science experiments to show you what they’ve 
learned.  They might explain how they found the perimeter of a triangle or why ants dig 
tunnels, Home and School Connection, 2012. 

 
“We need to practice the art of listening, which is more than simply hearing.  Listening… is an openness 
of heart which makes possible that closeness without which genuine spiritual encounter cannot occur.  

http://www.nativityparish.net/


Listening helps us to find the right gesture and word which shows that we are more than simply 
bystanders.”  Evangelii Gaudium 
 
Reflection:  Are you good at listening?  If we are to receive God’s mercy, we must be willing to listen to 
him to each other.  Take extra time and effort to do both these this week. 


